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Neighborhood Connectivity: Keywords for 2007

In the course of attending dozens of presentations on the Oak
Hill Neighborhood Development Plan and meetings of Fix 290 and
OHAN, and other organizations, one begins to hear some common
directions for the future of Oak Hill and our neighborhoods.

Neighborhood Connectivity is the catch-phrase now. This is
the idea that residents in one neighborhood (for example, Granada
Hills & Estates) could interact with people or businesses in other
neighborhoods (for example, the businesses at Escarpment and
Slaughter) without having to access a major road or highway.

Neighborhood Connectivity is key to those of us who ride bicycles
or walk or are simply a bit frightened to journey on to the speeding
traffic of Hwy 290 just to go to the dry cleaners or the grocery
store.

So, inrecent Oak Hill Neighborhood Planning meetings (sponsored
by the City of Austin), discussion has begun as to “how” and
“where” should the neighborhoods be connected. This is where the
creativity of designing future bike paths and small connector streets
is critical.

For Granada Hills & Estates we need to look at what we have
and try to make something with it. We have, in our neighborhood,
two roads that currently dead end into the Seton Hospital property.
In order to increase neighborhood connectivity, primarily for bikes
and pedestrians, one could imagine an extension of Granada Hills
Drive, across the Seton Hospital property to align with FM 1826 at
the exact location of where Twilight Mesa opens to FM 1826 in the
Loma Vista subdivision. This would join our two subdivisions and
would be a prime location for a stop light that would serve Seton
Hospital, Granada Hills, and Loma Vista.

Then, if you follow Twilight Mesa to the east, and arrive at the cul
de sac at the end, you will note that it is potentially destined to connect
to Escarpment drive. If these two things were to happen, Granada
would have Neighborhood Connectivity to the entire Escarpment
area.

Another option, may be, a trail through the back of Granada Hills
Drive through a portion of the Church property, and hooking up with
FM 1826 or the Slaughter Creek Trail, but maybe that would only
be a bike and hike trail, rather than a street.

We also are working on Neighborhood Connectivity across Hwy
290. This is much more difficult but would include some type of
overhead or underground pedestrian and bike crossing, possibly

connecting to / from the Granada Hills / Seton side of Hwy 290 to
the proposed commercial developments on the other side of Hwy
290. Other cities, such as Phoenix, do these types of things quite
regularly and the over or under crossings are heavily utilized.

People interested in getting involved with the planning of where
and how Neighborhood Connectivity will occur, should contact either
David Richardson or Rick Perkins. Our info is in the front of the
newsletter.

Oak Hill Trails

Development Group Formed

Under the guidance of the City of Austin Neighborhood
Planning Team, a new committee has been formed to develop
a connected system of trails in the Oak Hill Area.

The goal of the group is to plan, promote, obtain funding,
and construct several trails across the Oak Hill area that can
be accessed by both walkers and bikers. The initial trails will
probably start from the Barton Creek / Travis Country area and
head west and southwest, towards William Cannon. Another
major trail will follow Williamson Creek from MoPac pass under
Hwy 290 and end around the crossing with Hwy 71. Another
possible trail location will connect Dick Nichols park, and
another possible trail will follow Slaughter Creek, up from the
Slaughter Creek Wildlands Preserve and going west up Slaughter
Creek towards Hwy 290.

The group is called the Austin Oak Hill Trails Alliance and
was officially founded on January 10, 2007. It is modeled after
a successful group called the South East Trails Alliance that
has been constructing walking and biking trails in southeast
Austin.

If you would like more information on the Austin Oak Hills
Trails Alliance, you can send an email to: OakHillTrails@
googlegroups.com

\Volunteers will be needed to help plan and build the trails.
This is a great activity for scouts and other people who like to
work outdoors. Stay tuned for more info.
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Granada Hills & Estates

Board of Directors

President Pool, Park, Tennis
Rick Perkins: 426-5728 Jim Covell: 288-3010
rick@granadahoa.org jim@granadahoa.org

OHAN Delegate

David Richardson: 301-4429
david@granadahoa.org
Secretary

Donna Klein: 288-3299
donna@granadahoa.org
Treasurer

Rosie Varnado: 809-0473
rosie @ granadahoa.org

General Positions

Hope Dyson: 394-1558
hope @ granadahoa.org
Sarah Calvert: 288-2385
sarah@granadahoa.org

Jim Zion: 796-5397
jimz@granadahoa.org
Michelle Schulze: 394-0006
michelle@granadahoa.org

Email the Volunteer Board at Board@granadahoa.org

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Advertising Information

Please support the businesses that advertise in the Granda Hills
Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all
Granada Hills residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no
charge. No homeowners association funds are used to produce or
mail the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter
by advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-989-8905
or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the
10th of each month for the following month's newsletter.

KARLA CANTU

Sales Representative

512-825-5883
Fax 866-543-1593
karla@PEELinc.com
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Pflugerville, Texas 78660

Spring is Around the Corner ...

Finally we have had some rain and things are greening up; that
means things are growing; which means it is time to think about
gardening.

The "Friendly Gardeners" are planning a work day / meeting / plant
swap at the park on Saturday, February 10th, at 10 in the morning.
Bring gardening tools, cuttings or anything from your garden you
wish to share.

In addition to swapping plants and
cleaning up some beds, we will discuss
plans for developing the Granada Hills
gardening group and how the group can
be of service to the neighborhood. Some
thoughts that have been presented so far
is to break up into several mini-groups;
one for the park, one for the entrance,
and another to assist neighbors with general upkeep of their property
when they for some reason are unable to do it for themselves. Lawn
service companies do not always seem to give a personal touch.

The thought is we could have work days to just help neighbors.
This is also a wonderful opportunity for the young people in the area
to help with the chores of keeping Granada Hills such a desirable place
to live. Working together gives a sense of ownership and community
and pride.

Mark your Calendars now to meet at the park on Saturday, Feb 10th,
10 am, with your gardening dreams and let's continue the wonderful
traditions of Granada Hills that make this such a desirable place to
live. Call me, Hope Dyson, if you have any questions or comments
at 394-1558, or just show up, we will be there. Hope Dyson, Travis
County Master Gardener

2006 Expense Breakdown

In 2006, income and property taxes and insurance consumed about
38% of the Granada HOA budget, for a total of about $11,000.

Capital improvements, such as the installation of the drinking water
fountains, the paving of the parking lot, and the curb, amounted to
just over 40% of our budget. These items were a one time charge
that should last for 10 years or more.

The breakdown of the expenses in 2006 is shown in the pie chart
below:

2006 Expenses $31,737

Events
Maintenance 3%
12% Insurance

25%

Utilities
6%

Taxes / Accting
13%

Improvements
1%
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Granada Hills & Estates

Plans for 2007 / Thanks for your Support

The Volunteers on the Granada HOA Board thank you very much for
your support. You know that it is sometimes difficult responding to the
many different questions or problems that residents have, but we do our
best.

This year, we actually started to receive 2007 HOA Maintenance Dues
in the middle of December 2006. And through January 11th, we have
received 10% of our membership goal of 312 members for 2007. (Our
goal is 75% participation from the neighborhood.)

We especially thank the eleven 2007 members who have donated $100
or more; we hear you loud and clear.

As for 2007, we are planning to host a variety of events; including
Meet and Greets, Friendly Gardener, Neighbors Night Out, and if we
have enough interest, we may hold a Granada 5K and triathlon in late
April or early May. Thiswill be open to all neighbors and we hope to be
able to get some good donations from local businesses that will make it
fun for all ages to participate. Besides running, we envision volleyball,
tetherball, swimming, horse shoes, and maybe bike-racing as possible
events that entrants can select from. We hope that we’ll be able to get
local business owners, police, fire, and political representatives to actually
participate in the competition. If you are interested in helping to put
together a Granada 5K, please contact Rick Perkins at rick@granadahoa.
org or 426-5728.

Have a great year!

View theGranada Hills Newsletter
each month on-line at www.PEELinc.com

Foreign Travel With Your Neighbors

Do you have a desire to travel to a foreign country and you’d like to
go with friends? Kathy and Joe Gathright (residents of Granada Hills)
have been organizing trips abroad for several years. They are looking
for singles or couples to join them on their trip this year to China.

Some of the places their groups have visited include Costa Rica, Nova
Scotia, the Canadian Rockies, a cruise down the Blue Danube with stops
in Germany, Austria, and Hungary, and several trips to Scotland. In
the past, the Granada Hills group has varied between 8 and 20 people
and all are fully escorted. Joe says that most of the travelers are senior
citizens, but that some younger couples might be able to “keep up” with
the senior folks. He says there is always a lot to do for everyone. The
Granada tour group actually joins with a larger tour group from other
parts of the US, so there is a lot of diversity and interesting people to
meet.

If you are interested in learning more about the 9-day trip to China,
contact Kathy and Joe and learn about all of the details. Call them at
288-0957. When you get back, send us photos and we’ll put them in
the newsletter.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Granada Hills Newsletter contents,
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website,
print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation,
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification,
under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from the Granada
Hills Homeowners Association and Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is
exclusively for the private use of Granada Hills residents only.

Starts at just $24.95 per month.
Right now, get two months free.
1-888-704-5608 or ucontrol.com/freeservice

Odds are, you've

already been robbed.

(By your home security service.)

Traditional alarms are useless if your phone line gets cut. But now there’s uControl. It works with your existing alarm system but
replaces your outdated security provider with up to three redundant connections: broadband, cellular, and phone line. uControl’s

advanced technology is perfect for VolP and cell-phone-only homes. So switch to uControl now. (It would be a crime not to.)

Limited-time offer. Equipment charges may apply. Call for details and restrictions. ©2007 uControl. 5914 W. Courtyard Dr., Ste. 210, Austin, TX 78730. License number B13755.

{3 uControl

Your connection to home security.
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The
Jaymes

Willoughby

Team

On average, we sell our homes
in Southwest Austin
for 99% of their list price!

2

Jayms Willoughby
Your home HAS increased in value!
Please call Jaymes for a free Market Analysis!

5306
SOLD in 15 days!

3 8657 Barow Glen Loop
SOLD in 8 Days!
As seen on The Open House Show!

5218 McCarty Ln.
SOLD for 99% of listing price!

10019 Austral Cv.
FOR SALE! List Price 369,900
As seen on The Open House Show.

9321 Colberg br.
FOR SALE! List Price 244,900
As seen on The Open House Show.

10509 Hansa Dr.
FOR SALE! List Price 319,900
As seen on The Open House Show.

"We aren't just your neighborhood specialists,
we're YOUR neighbors!"

* One of the Top 5 Real Estate Teams in Austin
« Austin’s most referred realtor since 1984 512'347'_9599 ext 105
metroaustinhomes.com

View the Open House Show Jaymes@jwteam.com

every Saturday Morning at 7:30 a.m.
on KTBC-TV Channel 7!

Keller Williams Realty, Three Barton Skyway, 1221 S Mopac, Ste.120, Austin TX 78746

Peel, Inc.

203 W. Main Street, Suite D
Pflugerville, Texas 78660

@ \oice 512-989-8905

www.PEEL.inc.com
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